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Ref: CSET/0189/06/2018                                                                                           Date: 25/06/2018 

  
Currently Effected Fall armyworm over 30 hectors of Sorghum crops  in  Burhakaba 

District Bay region, Somalia 

 
The Fall Armyworm (FAW) is an insect that feeds on more than 80 plant 

species, including maize, rice, sorghum and sugarcane but also vegetable 

crops and cotton. It has a voracious appetite, and can reproduce and 

spread quickly given the right environmental conditions. 

The fall armyworm (FAW) (scientific name Spodoptera frugiperda) is a moth, 

native to tropical and subtropical regions of the Americas, but it is the 

caterpillar or larva (photo 1) that causes damage. After mating, female 

moths lay egg masses of 100-200 eggs, usually on the underside of leaves 

and, within a few days, young larvae emerge and start feeding. Almost 100 

different crops and other plants are susceptible to attack, but there is a 

preference for maize, rice, sorghum and sugarcane 

Geography of Buurhakaba 

Burhakaba occurs at the coordinates of 2.7991° N, 44.0794° with an elevation 

of 196 meters above sea level. It does not have a permanent river but it has a 

big valley which surrounds the town in all directions except on the west side 

known as "Bohol wiinti" which supports farming in the area it drains after the 

seasonal rainfall. It has a hot semi-arid climate and rainfed area. The average 

mean temperature is 27.5C°. But the temperature can reach as high as 36C° 

to 39C° in December and January. The town is estimated to have an annual 

rainfall of 550-620mm.  

The type of soil is Clay soil (Verti soil) that craking when dry and need well 

management. Sand soil and loam not more than the clay. 

The messeges from Farmers in Buurhakaba 
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CSET has been contacted by some of the farmers live in Buurhakaba District , 

South west of Somalia. 

He told us, there is problem that feeling most of their sorghum crop, because 

they depend rainfall and sorghum is drought tolerant. More than 30 hectors 

of Sorghum crops are attacked by this insect and near now to eradicate. 

As he told us the first stage they felt this insect was knee hight and they tried 
to control this insect Trade Name, NEWSTAR 10% insecticide comman Name, 
ALPHA CHLORALOSE 10% and they felt how to use of it because they don’t 
know how to control and when to control, they use insecticides as tradition 
method and lead to increase problem. 
At the panickle stage (FAW) appear again and began eradicate as you see 

below photo. 
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Larve stage (FAW) 

After CSET evaluated this insect and knew its (FAW) that attack maize, 

sorghum, wheat, rice, sugar cane and etc. 

The live cycle of (FAW) is complete because it has four stages and they are 

egg, larve, puba and adult. As you see above photo the larval is the stage 

that eradicated and impact the sorghum plant. 

The estimated yield losses is more than 75% that make depression to the 

farmers. 

CSET Recommendation :  

We call upon all international organization involving agriculture sector to 

finding a solution to the challenges above mentioned and also We are 

looking partner who will supporting together with Small Farmer Cooperative in 

Somalia 

• To fulfill gap for Capacity  to the Agriculture Cooperatives like: land 

preparation, On time weeding, fertilizer application, pesticide 

application and all the activities necessary for farm management  

• Should prepare prevent methods of Fall Armyworm and Tanymecus 

Dilaticollis GYLL affects on the maize, sorghum, wheat and other crops. 

 Prepared and  Reporter    Dr. Khalid Omar  Ali 


